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October 2015 

From the Administration 

Dear San Andreas & Tamiscal 

Community,  
 

As the season begins to change, I 

hope you and your student’s school 

year at Tamiscal and/or San Andre-

as has gotten off to a “successful” 

start.  I put successful in quotation 

marks because student success at 

both schools has a complex and 

nuanced definition.  While passing 

marks and progress toward gradua-

tion is indeed progress for all stu-

dents, this traditional measure of 

school success is overly simplistic 

and does not capture the alternative 

forms of progress we see on our 

campuses on a daily basis.  For 

some of our students, success simp-

ly means continuing to attend class 

in a limited way while focusing on 

larger personal or health issues.  

For others, success is now having 

the time to aggressively pursue 

their passion outside of school 

while still accessing a rigorous high 

school curriculum.  For our newer 

students, success may be re-
engaging themselves as a learner in 

an atmosphere where they feel safe 

and comfortable.  For some,            

success may be completing the shift 

in their identity as a student where 

they are taking on the self-

responsibility and behaviors (time 

management, organization, proac-

tive, seeking help, etc.) indicative 

of success at our schools and adult-

hood.  Wherever your son or 

daughter is along their own path on 

the “success spectrum”, I hope you 

feel assured that you have caring 

and supportive staff at our TUHSD 

Alternative Schools who are willing 

to give your child a gentle nudge or 

hug when needed. 
 

While I have personally met many 

of you at both schools’ Back to 

School Nights last month or at   

other encounters, there are still 

plenty of members of both the San 

Andreas and Tamiscal community 

that I have not met.  At both 

schools, there will be Principal  

Advisory Councils and other com-

munity events to meet other parents 

and discuss issues relevant to our 

schools and high school students.  

Enclosed in this edition, you will 

find dates for these events and on 

our school websites. 
 

As in previous years, we will be 

sending out quarterly community 

newsletters to help connect you 

with what is going on throughout 

campus, publish proud student 

work, share important information  

and dates, and discuss im-

portant educational issues 

in our community and   

society. 
 

Whether your son or 

daughter is at either school 

or both, the Tamiscal and 

San Andreas staff look  

forward to meeting each of 

you, and most importantly, 

working to meet the indi-

vidual educational needs of 

your son or daughter in 

whatever program they are 

currently enrolled. 
 

Sincerely,  
Corbett Elsen 
Principal – TUHSD  
Alternative Schools 
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San Andreas Highlights 

We Need a Water Angel! 

San Andreas has moved away from 

single-use water bottles to save plastic 

from entering the garbage stream! 

Now we want to further encourage 

students to use refillable water bottles 

(which are being provided to those 

who need them), by finding a way to 

install a purified water cooler / bottle 

filler.  
 

The cost is approximately $2,500 to 

purchase a water fountain like the one 

above. Besides the cool and tasty    

filtered water, this water fountain has a  

digital display that shows how many 

single-use plastic bottles have been 

saved from landfill! This is a great way 

to keep students aware of their part in 

reducing waste and plastics.  
 

It is up to us to find a way to fund this 

item, as the district is stretched thin by 

large enrollment. Can you be our water 

angel? Please donate to this important 

cause that will be used many, many 

times  daily and will remind us every 

day to be environmentally aware!      
 

Donations can be made to our Parent 

Club. See Patty in the main office to 

make a donation. If you have        

questions, contact Gray Douglas at   

415-945-7001. 

By Karen Seekamp 
 

Our Psychology class is going strong! We began with essen-

tial questions such as: “What makes us human?” and “How 

do nature and nurture interact?” which led to an introduction 

about the recent field of epigenetics (sometimes referred to as 

the "missing link" in this ongoing debate). Currently, we 

are learning about the structure and function of the human 

brain, and will begin studying neurotransmission. Students 

are developing a new appreciation for that marvelous organ, 

the teenage brain, which should not be confused with the 

adult brain, as it performs quite differently! We will then   

explore these differences between the teen and adult brains, 

and how our behavior is impacted. As we continue through 

the semester, the students will have an opportunity to learn 

about various psychological disorders and choose a specific 

topic they wish to research in depth which will then be      

presented to the class.  
 

Throughout the marking periods, students will continue to 

read current articles, listen to TEDTALKS and various NPR 

programs, as well as watch sections of documentaries on   

topics such as stress, child development, cognition, and some 

fascinating experiments related to sociology. We will also 

learn about the positive effects of exercise and nutrition on 

adolescent brain development, and the concept of mindfulness 

training as a form of stress reduction will be introduced. 

Psychology Highlights 

Psychology student, Jack Fisher, studies the brain 
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San Andreas Highlights continued 

By Lynn Christopherson 
 

Students in the Computer Applications class have 

spent the past six weeks exploring the impact and 

knowledge that can be imparted, and gained, 

through various presentation techniques. Starting 

with one-to-one, they were given a random topic to 

research and validate, before presenting this new 

information to their "neighbor." Students evaluated 

each other's presentations based on values like 

thoroughness, poise and clarity, learning how to 

listen and express themselves. Next came the many

-to-many exercises, where we had to work together 

as a team. Each team was evaluated by their peers, 

and each team member was evaluated by their 

teammates. Learning how to create an origami 

crane in one class period, and how "Black Lives 

Matter" were highlights of this experience.  
 

The grand finale was an individual how-to presen-

tation of an activity, or skill, in a detailed, step-by-

step demonstration. Among the standouts were 

lessons on baking a perfect chocolate chip cookie;       

professional application of a flawless eyeliner tech-

nique; and a western favorite, the what, why and 

how of mounting an authentic saddle, which the 

student brought to class, with a ready-to-mount 

saddle stand! Pictured are the horsewoman, Gina 

Gazzoli, and her apt pupil, Armando Oliva Topete. 

Present in the viewing audience were two presenta-

tion pros, School to Career Counselor, Greg      

Davison, and our  esteemed, new TUHSD         

Superintendent, Dr. David Yoshihara, who took 

time out from a busy schedule for a first-hand look 

at student learning, and who appeared to like what 

he saw. Congratulations presenters! 

Computer Applications Highlights 

By Byron Easton 
 

Science students spent much of the first grading 

period reviewing science basics, including meas-

urement, theory, method and conversions.  The  

integrated science students will start working in the 

garden this week and have several hands-on activi-

ties and labs to look forward to.  Students in the 

physiology class are working hard on a Systems of 

the Body Project that will culminate with a presen-

tation to fellow classmates and other school stake-

holders.  They are also going to start their pre-lab 

for the fetal pig dissection. Later in the year, they 

will have the opportunity to dissect a sheep's brain 

and a cow's eyeball.   

Science Highlights 

Science Students Hard at Work 
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San Andreas Highlights continued 
In Loving Memory of Calvin Sommer 

One of the art classes taught by Gray Douglas at the end of last school year was Mosaic. The task put 

forth to the students was to design a mosaic to cover a concrete chaise lounge that was donated by    

Sausalito artist and sculptor, Giuseppe Palumbo. At the same time, Counselor Cory DeMars was     

working out details for a tree to be planted in memory of Calvin Sommer. Calvin was a San Andreas 

student who departed far too early in life, in the spring of 2014. We decided to incorporate a plaque 

into the design of 

the chaise and place 

it next to the 

tree. Graduating 

junior, Lexi       

Williams, provided 

most of the design 

with input from 

Calvin's brother, 

Andy. About ten 

students worked 

hard to finish the 

mosaic by the last 

day of the school 

year. After some 

safety finishing 

touches, the chaise 

was revealed to the  

student body a few 

weeks ago. The  

students gathered 

around the chair 

and Andy Sommer, 

a current Pathways 

student, gave a brief 

dedication to his 

brother and Gray 

unveiled the       

finished project. 
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Tamiscal Highlights 

Tamiscal All School Assembly Helps Build Community 
The annual Tamiscal All-School Assembly is the official opening event to kick-off the school year.  This is the 

one day each semester where all students (Team included) and staff come together to meet one another, build 

community, learn something from one another and about themselves and have some fun!   This year, Tamiscal 

invited the PLI group from Fort Miley in San Francisco to do a ‘challenge course’ at Piper Park with students and 

staff followed by a pizza and salad lunch, provided courtesy of the Tamiscal Fund.   In the afternoon, students 

returned to campus and broke into small groups to share and learn ‘Tamiscal survival tips’ from experienced  

students and staff before concluding the day by receiving their student course schedule and a special Tamiscal 

logo water  bottle, courtesy of the Tamiscal Fund.  The next All School Assembly is Friday, January 8th. 
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Tamiscal 
by Wendy Wishart 
Welcome back everyone! I have had the won-

derful pleasure of becoming the Counselor at 

Tamiscal as Susan Berkhout has retired.  This 

is technically my third year at Tamiscal, as my 

first year I was the BACR counselor and last 

year I worked part-time alongside Susan in the 

academic counseling realm.  Although the 

learning curve may be steep this year, I am 

honored to be a part of the Tamiscal team and 

excited to continue in this amazing district. 
 

We have been very busy with our seniors since 

school opened.  Beginning with the senior 

meetings the first week of school, we have 

moved into the college application pro-

cess.  All seniors were given the materials they 

need to complete if they are applying to col-

leges that require recommendations (the pri-

vates) and the deadline is fast approaching for 

the applications due by January 15th.  We need 

the following application materials completed 

ASAP:  recommendation questionnaire & on-
line Common Application invitation, plus any 

additional forms which some smaller schools 

want on paper.  Please include a large (5 x 7), 

addressed, stamped envelope if we need to 

send something via snail mail. 
 

Our deadline for early action/early decision 

applications which are due in November is 

Friday, October 16th.  Our deadline for all 

applications due by January 15th is NO-

VEMBER 13th  -  we do not work on your  

college applications during our winter break. 
  

We will also have two college application 

workshops where we work on the on-line ap-

plications for UC and the CSU and we are of-

fering feedback on the students’ Personal 

Statements for the UC application.  We want 

all of our students to have these applications 

submitted no later than November 15th.  Please 

let Julie check over the application before 

clicking send. 
  

Our focus will be shifting to our juniors in the 

new semester. A Junior College Night for 

Tamiscal students will be held on November 

4th at 6:30 pm to kick off the information gath-

ering for juniors.  The junior class is the larg-

est in the school with 46 members.  This in-

cludes our 24 TEAM students.  After 5th se-

mester grades come out in January, we will be 

offering junior conferences to all students and 

parents who want them.  These conferences 

are a follow up to the junior night and allow 

you to ask questions that pertain to your post-
high school plans.  We will be sending an       

e-mail home when we are ready to begin the 

process.  
 

I work closely with our College and Career 

Specialist, Julie Gannon, and we often send 

out information via e-mail.  If you have not be 

receiving our e-mails (so far they have gone 

only to senior and junior parents), please send 

us an e-mail so that we can update your ad-

dress:   jgannon@tamdistrict.org  As always, if 

you have questions about your student’s tran-

script, graduation progress, etc. contact me via 

e-mail (preferred) wwishart@tamdistrict.org. 
Or by phone at (415) 945-3757. 

How to Read Tamiscal Report Cards 
 

Unlike the comprehensive high schools that give  
progress report grades each grading period and award 

credit at the end of the semester, Tamiscal awards credit 

as it is earned.  During R1 all of our students should 

have earned 1 credit in each of their courses.  When you 

receive your child’s report card next week, please look 

at the grades but also look at the amount of credit 

awarded.  Anything less than 1 credit means that the 

student is behind in assignments.  We have been talking 

to these students and will continue to do so until all of 

them are assigned to Supervised Independent Study or 

have made up the missing work.  Please contact Wendy 

Wishart (wwishart@tamdistrict.org) if you have  
questions. 

Counselor’s Corner  

mailto:jgannon@tamdistrict.org
mailto:wwishart@tamdistrict.org


 

 

     Pathways Program Highlights 

 

We have twenty-four amazing students in the  

Pathways program this year and they have started 

the year strong! Students are enrolled in a variety 

of College of Marin classes: nutrition, anthropolo-

gy, administration of justice, medical procedures, 

dance, automotive collision and repair, music,   

psychology, sociology, medical procedures, and 

political science, just to name a few. Our students 

are as varied as the  courses they are taking,       

interested in pursuing careers in everything from 

business, to police work, to nursing, to neurosur-

gery, and everything in between. 
 

Greg Davison, our School to Career Liaison, has 

been working diligently to place all of the  students into internships that match their interests and de-

sires for a future career path. Most students began their internships last month and a few are just getting 

started. Some of these internships include placements at Marin Search and Rescue, Beyond Hunger, 

Marin General, the Marin Community Clinic, an auto repair company, UCSF Neurosurgery, a boat  

restoration company, and with a fashion designer. 
  

Our first field trip of the year was to the Marin Shakespeare Company on September 18th to see    

Richard III. Prior to the performance, a representative came into the class to prepare the students to 

better understand the play. It was a lovely day outside in the Forest Meadows Amphitheatre at         

Dominican College!  

Skye learns medical procedures Jessy, Talia & Shoshana at Marin Shakespeare 

2015-2016 Pathways Students 

 

Alternative Schools Newsletter  page 7 



 

Alternative Schools Newsletter  page 8 

Team Program Highlights  

Students in the Team program spent the first five weeks of school preparing for their eleven-day trip to 

the Sierras in September. They have gone on numerous day hikes around the area, carrying weighted 

packs to build strength and endurance. They were looking forward to the challenge of the Sierra trip and 

will share pictures and reflections in the next newsletter. 
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College and Career Center  
by Julie Gannon 
 

Julie Gannon or Greg Davison are available daily to 

help students who want to find a job, participate in a job 

shadow/internship, research career opportunities, or 

attend a vocational program/college after graduation. 

Students interested in participating in an internship, 

should see Greg Davison on Fridays.  Greg’s number is 

(415)-458-3484 or he can be reached at gda-

vison@tamdistrict.org . Julie’s number is (415)-945-
3779 or she can be reached at jgannon@tamdistrict.org  
 

Students who will be graduating from high school in 

December and who plan on attending community     

college for either academic or training classes in       

January, should see Julie for registration information as 

soon as possible. A representative from College of  

Marin will hold a presentation for seniors at San       

Andreas in December. 
 

For some students, the college and career search process 

has begun!  The high school years go by quickly. With 

this in mind, there are several things parents and stu-

dents can do to prepare early and have the best options 

available after graduation in June: 
 

●Be responsible for your own plan.  If you always 

thought you would attend a junior college but decide in 

your senior year you want to try for a four year school, 

be proactive.  Find out if you have met the prerequisites 

you need and if not, enroll in the courses you are lack-

ing.  The sooner you do this, the easier it will be to qual-

ify. If you never wanted to go to college and still don’t, 

we can help you be prepared for life after graduation. If 

your plan is junior college with a transfer to a four year 

school, we can offer advice on the best way for this to 

become a reality. Ask us for help. We can assist you, 

but only if we know what you want to do! 
 

 ●Pay attention to your transcript.  A letter grade of 

“D” may meet a high school graduation requirement, 

but it does not meet most four year college require-

ments.  If you received a “D” in a course, you should 

check with Wendy Wishart, Cory DeMars or me to see 

if it will affect your eligibility. A D is acceptable for 

admission to community college. 
 

●Make use of the resources available to you.  The 

district has purchased the program Naviance to aid stu-

dents through the areas of researching future job growth, 

investigating career paths and searching for a college.  

All students and parents have access to Naviance. Stu-

dents can complete a career interest survey, view videos 

on potential careers on Roadtrip Nation, create a re-

sume, develop a college list, read about schools, view 

admissions data and look for scholarships.   
 

www.csumentor.edu will help you review all your 

coursework for eligibility to any California State Uni-

versity, as well as give you useful information on every 

campus in the CSU system.  These sites are fun and 

easy to read.  http://www.cccco.edu/ is the site for all 

community colleges in California.  Information on voca-

tional and certificate programs can also be found here.  
 
www.fafsa.org addresses many basic financial aid ques-

tions. Don’t be frightened by what you don’t know.  

This site does a great job of breaking down the whole 

financial aid process. College Confidential has a quick 

EFC (expected family contribution) calculator to get an 

idea of what parents are expected to contribute to the 

cost of college tuition. Look under the section “EFC 

Calculator” http://www.collegeconfidential.com/

financial_aid/efc.htm 
 
http://www.meritaid.com will give you information 

about how much merit (non-need based) aid a school 

offers.   10,000 Degrees, (http://

www.10000degrees.org/) offers free financial aid coun-

seling and workshops. Students interested in careers 

without attending college may want to check http://

www.bls.gov/oco/ to review the Occupational Outlook 

Handbook. 
 

●Attend the conferences and meetings we offer.  Jun-

ior night, junior conferences and senior chats are held 

for your benefit.  Attend these events and keep up to 

date on the entire process. 
 

●Utilize the College and Career Center. Students are 

free to stop by and see me anytime the door is open.  

Both of my offices (San Andreas and Tamiscal) are 

stocked with catalogues, reference books and view 

books from all over the country.  I have information on 

colleges (both community and four year), certificate 

programs, resume writing, interest surveys and just 

about anything you could imagine. Even if students 

have no idea what they want to do or where they want to 

be, they should stop by and check out what we have 

available to help them. 

I share time as the College and Career Specialist be-

tween San Andreas and Tamiscal Monday-Thursday 

8:00-4:00.  Greg Davison is best reached via e-mail or 

voicemail to arrange an appointment time.  

Please feel free to contact me at (415) 945-3799 or Greg 

Davison (415) 458-3484 with any questions. I look  

forward to working with all of you soon. 

mailto:gdavison@tamdistrict.org
mailto:gdavison@tamdistrict.org
mailto:jgannon@tamdistrict.org
http://www.10000degrees.org/
http://www.10000degrees.org/
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San Andreas and Tamiscal Calendar 

 

-SAN ANDREAS PARENTS- 
 

PLEASE JOIN US  

AT OUR UPCOMING 

PARENT ADVISORY 

MEETINGS 
 

Mark Your Calendars  

          October 14th   8:30 am 

           December 2nd   2:30 pm 

           February 3rd    8:30 am 

           March 2nd       6:00 pm 

           May 18th      2:30 pm 

For the latest news and information about the Tam District,  
go to our website: http://www.tamdistrict.org/Page/1  and be sure to check out  

Superintendent David Yoshihara’s twitter feed—the link is at the bottom of the main page 

 

-TAMISCAL PARENTS- 
 

PLEASE JOIN US  

AT OUR UPCOMING 

PARENT ADVISORY 

MEETINGS 
 

Mark Your Calendars  

        October 29th   12:00 pm 

         January 25th   12:00 pm 

         February 25th  12:00 pm 

         March 25th    12:00 pm       

October 

 
November 

 
December 

 
January 

 

5 6* 7* 8 9   10/6, 10/7 
10/7 

CAHSEE testing 
Minimum day, SA 12:45 dismissal, Tamiscal no students after 12 pm 

12 13 14 15 16    10/14 
10/16 

SA Parent Advisory mtg. 8:30 am 
SA Senior Portrait & Picture Make Ups 

19 20 21 22 23    10/19 
10/21 

Staff Development Day-no students 
PSAT testing-grade 11 only 

26 27 28 29 30    10/29 Tamiscal Parent Advisory mtg. 12:00 pm 

2 3 4 5 6    11/6 End R-2 Grading Period 

9 10 11 12 13    11/11 Veteran’s Day Holiday-no students 

16 17 18 19 20       

23 24 25 26 27    11/25-
11/27 

 Thanksgiving Holiday-no students 

 30 1 2 3 4    12/2 SA Parent Advisory mtg. 2:30 pm 

7 8 9 10 11    12/7-
12/11 

Tamiscal Final Exams 

14 15 16 17 18    12/18 End of R-3 Grading Period and Semester 1 

21 22 23 24 25       

28 29 30 31 1    12/21-1/3 Winter Recess-no students 

4 5 6 7 8    1/6 
1/6-1/8 
1/8 

SA– First day of R-4 Grading Period & Semester 2 
Tamiscal-New Student Intakes 
Tamiscal-All School Assembly—11 am 

http://www.tamdistrict.org/Page/1

